
  

 

 

Principal:           Navdeep Aujla   

Head Teacher:   Scott Hodges 

Secretary:           Maureen Mah  

Trustee:              Katr ina Chen 

Dear Parkcrest Families, 

 

With the snow on the ground, it is hard to believe that  spring break started today. The last few weeks at Parkcrest have been exciting 

as many of the term activities came to a close and our days were filled with external and internal programs. 

 

The boys and girls basketball teams finished their season with recreational and competitive playdays in late February. All the teams 

performed very well and their skills have improved immensely over the season. I had the pleasure of coaching the boys team with 

support from Mr. May. The players were all enthusiastic and we had a very memorable season. The girls team was coached by Ms. 

Clark and Kaito McKelvie (former Parkcrest student). The girls also had a very successful season and there was a great deal of 

growth in their skills over the season. 

 

With the generous support of the PAC, we had many outside programs come to Parkcrest in the last six weeks. At the beginning of 

February, we had the yoga program with Michele; students, parents, and teachers were part of this week-long program. The tennis 

program was back at Parkcrest and coach Marcus worked with all classes to improve their basic tennis skills and also improve their 

game sense. The Young Actor’s Program was at Parkcrest in the first 1 1/2 weeks of March and all classes had the opportunity to 

partake in the fun-filled acting activities. Thank you once again to the PAC for helping to share the cost for these programs! 

 

We had our annual Jump Rope for Heart and Parkcrest was once again successful in reaching our fundraising goal. Thank you all for 

your support in supporting this effort and encouraging students to choose healthy habits. The annual grade 7 speech contest was held 

at Capitol Hill and Nathan Chan represented Parkcrest Elementary. Nathan’s heartfelt speech about his family’s experiences in Cana-

da was moving and encouraged people to learn more about their own family’s histories.  

 

The leadership group organized the Pink Shirt Day Assembly and reminded students that every day is Pink Shirt Day and we need to 

be a part of the solution when it comes to bullying. Not only is it important not to bully others, but also to take a stand when one sees 

bullying happening. Thank you to Ms. Marto and Mr. Hodges for all your support with the leadership group. 

 

Our grade 2 and 3 classes attended the yearly Primary Days of Music (PDOM) and performed the Tragically Hip song that they had 

been rehearsing with Chaffey-Burke. Students had the opportunity to purchase a “Parkcrest is Hip” t-shirt for this special project. All 

students at Parkcrest will be performing this song to mark Canada’s 150th anniversary. This performance will be filmed and posted 

on Canada’s official 150th anniversary website. Stay tuned for further details! 

 

As many of you know, Ms. Hain, our librarian, is retiring at the end of March. Please join us on March 30th to honour Ms. Hain at 

our 1:30 assembly. Have a relaxing Spring Break and we will see you in two weeks! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. N. Aujla  

 

Parkcrest Elementary School, 6055 Halifax Street, Burnaby, BC  V5B 2P4 

Telephone:  604-664-8794  Fax:  604-664-8792 

Email:  Parkcrest.Info@sd41.b.ca 

Website:  www.Parkcrest.sd41.bc.ca 

mailto:parkcrest.info@sd41.bc.ca
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March 13-24th .............. SPRING BREAK—SCHOOL CLOSED 

 

March 27th .................... School back in session 

March 29
th

 .................... Walking Wednesday  

March 30th ……………Assembly for Ms. Hain  

March 31st ..................... Hot Lunch (Pizza) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the most updated information on Parkcrest events, please 

use the online School Calendar at http://parkcrest.sd41.bc.ca/calendar-2/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

http://parkcrest.sd41.bc.ca/calendar-2/
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Academic Programs 
As many of you are aware, our primary students receive very structured read-
ing instruction every week. All students from grade 1 to 3 are assessed in late 
September and based on these assessments, are placed in homogeneous read-
ing groups. Each of these reading groups work with a teacher during our desig-
nated guided reading time four times each week. In addition to classroom 
teachers, Ms. Clark (LST) and Mrs. Aujla also work with guided reading pro-
grams. In addition to this reading support, selected students in grade 1 receive 
Reading Recovery support with Ms. Vaesen. This is a one-on-one program that 
has proven to be successful with struggling readers. Selected grade 2/3 students 
receive additional reading help with Ms. Clark.  
 
This is the fourth year that we have had the guided reading program at Park-
crest and it has been very successful. It gives us the opportunity to monitor stu-
dents very closely and give them support through guided reading, but also ad-
ditional support, if needed. Current assessment shows the following results for 
our students in grades 1-3: 
       
      Exceeding Expectations    44% 
      Meeting Expectations       44% 
      Approaching Expectations   9% 
      Not Yet Meeting Expectaitons  3% 
 
Research shows that in order to be successful academically, students should be 
reading at grade level by the end of grade 3. The Parkcrest staff is dedicated to 
achieving this goal and we hope to have all our students reading at grade level 
by the end of grade 3. If a student is not meeting this goal, we then do further 
assessments to see if there are other reasons for this delay. 
  
Grade 4 and 7 students write the Foundation Skills Assessments (FSA’s) in Feb-
ruary to assess their skill levels in reading, writing and numeracy. Our students 
completed their FSA’s in mid-February and results were sent home this week. 

The results from last year’s FSA’s were released 
by the Fraser Institute and our results were 
strong both locally and when compared to oth-
er schools in B.C. The results from this year’s as-
sessments will be released in February 2018.  

 



4 

 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

Ms. Hain sponsored our annual Battle of the Books and two winning 

teams accompanied her to Stoney Creek Elementary for the finale. 

Our students knew their books very well and performed very well at 

the yearly faceoff. 

 

Ms. Hain will be retiring at the end of this month; please join us on 

March 30th at 1:30 pm to honour Ms. Hain for her years of dedi-

cation to Parkcrest Elementary.  
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PARKCREST BASKETBALL TEAMS 

 Girls Basketball team coached by Ms. Clark 

Girls Basketball team coached by Ms. Clark 

Boys basketball team coached by  Ms. Aujla 
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Congrats to our very own Ally H. who participated in 

the BC Short Track Speed Skating Championships 

(held March 4th and 5th in Abbotsford, B.C.).  Ally 

raced 200m, 400m and 1200m distances to win a 

bronze medal in her age group in her fir st ever 

championship.  Way to go, Ally!! 
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Congratulations to Nathan C. for presenting his speech 

 at the Grade 7 Public Speaking Challenge 
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Odyssey of the Mind Update 
By Cynthia Yen, Odyssey Coach 

 

Over the past six weeks, our Parkcrest team has been working hard on their balsa wood structure.   

 

As you may know, Odyssey of the Mind (OotM), is an international competition that focuses on creative solv-

ing and team work.  Each team must create, design, make, present and perform a solution to one of five given 

problems without any parental or outside assistance.  OotM benefits students at all learning levels.  Team 

members develop skills including critical thinking, creative problem-solving, time and resource management 

and team collaboration.   

 

Teams are also expected to solve a Spontaneous Problem.  This part of the competition is called 

“Spontaneous” because teams don’t know what they’ll have to do until they enter the competition room.  Solv-

ing spontaneous problems teaches students to “think on their feet”.     

 

This year, our Parkcrest team chose to design and build a structure out of only balsa wood and glue.  In past 

years, winners at the World Finals have been able to build structures that could support weights in excess of 

1,000 pounds!  Our ambitions are high and determination even higher!   

 

In early March, we participated alongside 46 other B.C. teams in the Qualifying Provincials.  Overall, we are 

proud of our efforts and are excited to take recent competition feedback to further improve our solution.  The 

BC Finals is scheduled for April 8, 2017. 
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— We have a  bin outside the 
office...please drop by and see if any of these items belong to 
your child(ren).  Students are also encouraged to look for any 
items they may have misplaced.  

— Getting outside for some fresh air 
and play during recess sometimes results in needing a 
change of clothing.  Please ensure that your child has an 

 set of clothes at school, including indoor shoes!   
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Upcoming PAC Meetings 

PAC Meetings are on Monday and start at 7:00pm—

2016-2017 Parkcrest PAC 
 

PAC Co-Chair:     Janina Nenadic 

PAC Co -Chair:    Kim McKay  

PAC Treasurer:    Diane Ormiston 

PAC Secretary:     Cather ine Chuah 

PAC Email:  parkcrest.pac@sd41.bc.ca 

 April 10, 2017 

 May 15, 2017 

 June 12, 2017 

mailto:parkcrest.pac@sd41.bc.ca?subject=PAC%20Enquiry
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Registration opened for the 2017-2018 school year on 
February 1, 2017.  Under the British Columbia School 
Act, an educational program will be provided for every school
-aged student who is ordinarily a resident in Burnaby. Addi-
tionally, the Board of Education has established policy that 
allows for students who meet the district’s admission eligibil-
ity regulation and who reside outside of Burnaby or who are 
temporarily a resident in Burnaby, the opportunity to attend a 
Burnaby public school. To establish enrolment eligibility, eve-
ry student seeking admission to a Burnaby school is required 
to provide documentation establishing residency, guardian-
ship, age and citizenship. 

Students register at the school within 
the designated attendance area where 
the student ordinarily resides or make 
application to attend another school or educational program 
within the district. (see student transfers below) The school 
locator can help you determine the attendance area your ad-
dress is associated with. 

There are a number of factors and priorities that determine a 
student’s placement in a Burnaby school. Priority for the up-
coming school year will be given to applications re-
ceived during the month of February. 
 

No appointment is necessary for registration.  Please see 
Mrs. Mah in the office. 
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3D Basketball Academy is committed to the physical, social and character development of student  
Athletes in pursuit of excellence in the sport of basketball.  Through sport-specific skill development, 
athletes train in a positive and competitive environment that promotes learning and growth. 
 
3D CAMPS are designed to assist campers in building a solid foundation of guard skills. We incorpo-
rate a variety of drills designed to improve ball-handling, shooting, passing, decision-making and 
more. These  camps also feature competitive drills and scrimmages to  give campers an opportunity 
to apply their skills in  a game situation.  What to bring to camp: Water bottle, a basketball (if your 
child has one), appropriate footwear and gear (reversible jersey preferred). 

Shooting & Offensive Skills (All camps take place at Ã‰cole des Pionniers) 
Week 1   March 13-16 10U-13U Boys & Girls 10:00am-12:00pm; 14U-17U Boys & Girls 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Week 2 March 20-23 10U-13U Boys & Girls 10:00am-12:00pm;  14U-17U Boys & Girls 1:00pm-3:00pm 

 
One week price $99 + GST    Two-week price $175 + GST (Scholarship available for those who qualify. 
Please feel free to ask.) 
 
3D TEAMS are a chance for the top players to train and compete at a high level. Many of these 

teams participate in local tournaments such as the 3D Spring Showcase, The West Coast Classic, the 

Western Canadian Championships, as well as travel to the United States for elite level competition. 

 
Club Team Try-outs (All try-outs are $30 + GST) 
 

Boys 12U-13U April 3 & 5 5:15pm-6:45pm Minnekhada Middle School 
Girls 10U-11U April 4 & 6 5:30pm-7:00pm Lord Baden Elementary School 
Girls 12U-13U April 4 & 6 5:30pm-7:00pm Minnekhada Middle School 
Girls 14U-15U April 4 & 6 8:00pm-9:30pm Burnaby Mountain Secondary 
 

3dbasketball.net 
burnaby3D.teamsportsadmin.com 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

LOOKING FOR CHILD CARE? LET THE YMCA CHILD CARE  

RESOURCE & REFERRAL HELP! 

 

We provide families with child care information & re-

ferrals to local facilities. From explaining your options 

to assisting with child care subsidy processes, we’re 

here to help!  Contact us at: 

Metrotown Community Resource Centre 

4460 Beresford Street Burnaby, BC  604.294.1109   

         www.gv.ymca.ca 
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